
Secondary 

Transfer Meeting
September 2022



Aims:
• How to find out about secondary schools

• How to apply

• Key pieces of information and dates



Key Dates:

• The deadline for your 

application is 31st October 

2022.

• You will find out the outcome 

from Camden Secondary Schools 

on 1st March 2023.



• Camden has 10 

secondary schools.



Applying outside Camden

You can apply for secondary schools in any borough, not 

just Camden.  You can include a mixture of schools from 

different boroughs in your 6 preference slots.

Schools from other boroughs that our children have gone 

to in the past include:

Brent – Queens Park Community, Capital City 

Academy. 

Westminster – St. Augustine, St George, Harris 

Academy 

Barnet – Whitefield



Key information:

• Camden has 10 secondary schools.

• Contact the schools for their prospectuses or look at 

their websites, and visit them on their open days and 

evenings.

• During the open days/evenings, you will be able to 

meet the Headteacher, speak to members of staff and 

students and get a feel for the school’s working 

environment and ethos.

• Visit www.gov.uk/dfe (click ‘school performance tables’ 

link).

• Go to ofsted.gov.uk for the latest Ofsted reports

• Visit parentview.ofsted.gov.uk to see how other 

parents rate the school. 

• The deadline for application is 31st October 2022.

• Apply online. If you are unable to, please contact 

admissions@camden.gov.uk

http://www.gov.uk/dfe
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:admissions@camden.gov.uk


Where our pupils went last year:
Camden schools

Hampstead (24)

UCL academy (5)

Maria Fidelis (3)

Parliament Hill (2)

La Sainte Union Catholic (2)

William Ellis (1)

37 total

Other London schools

Harris Academy (4)

Queens Park Community (2)

Copthall (1)

Jewish Community Secondary 

School (1)

Marylebone Boys (1)

Michaela Community School (1)

Mill Hill County High (1)

St Mary’s and St John’s (1)

St Augustine’s NW6 (1)

London Nautical School (1)

Totteridge Academy (1)

Twyford School W3 (1)

Woodlane High W12 (1)

17 total



Open days/evenings

 It is essential to visit as many secondary 

schools as you can to help with choosing 

the right one.

 If you would like your child to attend a 

secondary open day during school time, 

let the office know and this can be noted 

on the school register.



Open days/evenings:



Open days/evenings:



How does the pan-London 

admissions system work?

 Managed centrally – organises admissions for all schools

 Uses each school’s own admissions criteria to select 

children who will be offered places 

 If a child does not get a place at one of their higher-

preference schools, the system automatically places 

them on the waiting list at that school

 If a child does not get a place at any of their preferred 

schools, Camden admissions will attempt to offer the 

nearest Camden school that has a vacancy. Bear in 

mind this means it will not be your choice of school



Admissions Criteria:

“Most families when applying for an 

oversubscribed Camden community secondary 

school will be considered under the distance 

criteria if there are no special factors or siblings at 

those schools”

• Other factors that are part of some 

schools’ admissions criteria include:
• Children in foster care/looked after or previously 

looked after

• Music aptitude (e.g. Haverstock, Camden School 

for Girls)

• Sibling in Y7 to 10, or Y12

• Exceptional medical or social need

• Parent is a teacher at the school

• For Catholic schools – baptism status



Camden community schools 

criteria

1 •Education, Health and Care Plan

2 •Looked-after child

3 •Sibling

4 •Medical or social need

5 •Parent who is a teacher

6 •Distance



Example 1

•UCL Academy

1st preference

•Harris Academy St John’s Wood (Westminster)

2nd preference

•Queen’s Park Community (Brent)

3rd preference

•Hampstead

4th preference

•St George’s Catholic School (Westminster)

5th preference

•St Augustine’s CofE School (Westminster)

6th preference

Filled by children at closer 

addresses – onto waiting list

Filled by children at closer 

addresses – onto waiting list

Filled by children at closer 

addresses – onto waiting list

Within distance – place offered

No place, not on waiting list

No place, not on waiting list



Example 2

•Maria Fidelis

1st preference

•None entered

2nd preference

•None entered

3rd preference

•None entered

4th preference

•None entered

5th preference

•None entered

6th preference

Filled by children at closer 

addresses – onto waiting list

No place offered – referred to 

Camden admissions to seek 

place at closest Camden school

To avoid this scenario, it 

is important to put down 

a school where you 

know you are likely to 

be offered a place under 

their admissions 

criteria.



How oversubscribed were the 

Camden schools in recent years?



How close were the places 

offered last year? (in miles)



Finding your nearest school:

https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables

For Camden schools:

https://schoolsearch.camden.gov.uk/schools/schoolsearch.aspx

https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
https://schoolsearch.camden.gov.uk/schools/schoolsearch.aspx


Finding your nearest school 

using Direct Gov website or 

school search



Online 

application

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

https://www.camden.gov.uk/secondary-

school-admissions



Information needed for the 

online application

 Parental responsibility

 Proof of your child’s DOB (e.g. birth certificate, 

NHS medical card)

 Proof of address (e.g. utility bill from last 3 

months, Council Tax statement)

 Multiple addresses – if a child lives at two 

different addresses, the application must be based 

on the address at which the child spends the 

majority of the school week

 Camden will not accept a temporary address that 

is used solely or mainly to obtain a school place



Information needed for the 

online application

 Exceptional medical or social reason - letter from 

suitable qualified professional e.g. doctor, social 

worker

 Voluntary aided schools – supplementary forms 

may be required (see p12 of Camden brochure)

 Children with an EHCP – should apply through the 

Camden SEN team rather than the ordinary 

secondary transfer process



Myth busting



Myth busting



Myth busting



Offer day

 Results out 5pm on 1st March 2023

 Website traffic is very busy that day which can cause 

crashes

 You can login to find out the allocation for your child, 

but you will also be sent an email (this can take some 

time)

 App – Parent Comms can be used to find out information 

if the website crashes

 It is important to accept the place offered even if it is 

not a school that you wanted; if not your child will not 

remain on any waiting lists for the schools that you do 

prefer

 London has a very mobile population so places can 

become available; you can contact Camden (or other 

authority) admissions to find out about your place on 

any waiting lists



Useful websites:

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

https://www.camden.gov.uk/secondary

-school-admissions

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.camden.gov.uk/secondary-school-admissions


Key messages to takeaway

 Know the deadline and don’t miss it (31st

October 2022)

 If you need help with logging in to apply, 

ask at the school office

 Find out as much as you can about the 

schools – visits are best

 Be realistic about which schools to apply 

for

 Use all 6 of your preference slots, and put 

schools in genuine order of preference


