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                                                                                                                July 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
After a very successful year 1, we are preparing to welcome your children to Year 2. This letter will give you an overview of the new Autumn term to help you and your child feel prepared.
English
In English we will be developing reading and writing skills, supporting children to spell words using their knowledge of letter sounds, and introducing the children to a wide range of texts. We will be working with the children to develop their spoken language skills. The children will have a daily reading lesson. We will be focusing on developing fine motor skills as this will support their handwriting and would appreciate your support with handwriting practice. Weekly spellings will be sent out for at-home practice starting from mid-September and spelling tests will be held on Fridays.
Reading

The children’s home reading books can be changed daily and children will be encouraged to self-select appropriate colour banded texts independently. Each child has a Reading Record for you or the children to make comments in each day. These must be brought in daily. To support their learning, please ensure that your child reads at home for 15-20 minutes every day. You can also support them by asking them when/why/what and how questions about what they have read.  Children earn stickers when they read at home. These contribute to certificates and your child will be awarded a book as prize once they have earned 3 certificates!

Maths

In Maths, learning will be developed through the use of practical equipment and pictures as well as numbers. The children will be practising their times tables for the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. This is something that you can also support at home using https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button. 
History
Our history unit for Autumn will focus on The Great Fire of London. The children will have plenty of opportunities to develop their skills in historical enquiry as well as learning through art and design technology. In September we are aiming to share with you a “Knowledge Organiser”, which will set out everything we want the children to have learnt by the end of the unit.

PE

PE this term will be on Wednesday mornings. Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct PE kit when they come to school on Wednesday morning; they will wear their kit throughout the day and will not need to change in school. 
General information

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that school gates open at 8:50am and school finishes at 3:30pm. Thank you for your support in ensuring school uniform is worn consistently. Jewellery, with the exception of stud earrings, is not allowed for safety reasons. As a Healthy School, packed lunches and snacks should promote healthy eating habits and not include sweets, chocolate bars or fizzy drinks. All children at West Hampstead Primary now celebrate their birthday at school with a song and a sticker.  Please note that we do not accept cakes, party bags or any sort of ‘treats’ for the class.
We will be using Class Dojo to reward children with Dojo points for engagement, achievement, effort and displaying the school values.          

If you have any further questions, please email us at year3@westhampstead.camden.sch.uk
Hannah Bones (Shannon class teacher) and Alex Efford (Clyde class teacher)
The Y2 teaching team

