Reception pacer – Summer 1     Topic/Theme: In My Garden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Special events


	
	Growing and eating cress
	
	Bank Holiday 
Forest School
	Forest school
	Forest school

	Key text


	Superworm by Julia Donaldson

Non-fiction books about plants and flowers.
	Superworm by Julia Donaldson

Minibeast Encyclopedia – non fiction
	In the Garden of Claude  Monet 

Poetry – Mad about Minibeasts (ongoing)


	In the Garden of Claude  Monet


	What the Ladybird Heard
	What the Ladybird Heard

	Personal, social and emotional development


	Golden Rules - the importance of following them.

Why and when we say thank you? - Circle Time
	Focus on staying safe. Green cross code. Safety near water.


	We are gentle – role play situations where animals are hurt.  

e.g. children crushing  a snail shell/breaking a web 
	Teamwork – how can we be helpful?

Respecting all people who work in our environment.
	Recognising and feeling good about our own and other people’s achievements.
	Using kind words to others. How can we be kind to the people around us?

How would you like to be treated by others?

	Communication and language


	What belongs in a garden t/p/s

Collect ideas for shop role play area
	Discuss journey to school and things we do to stay safe.


	Retell the poem ‘Worm’ in Mad about Minibeasts using actions and voice.  Rhyming strings.
	Use Q to stimulate discussion around Monet’s paintings 


	Gallery ‘walk’ – children to say a sentence about what they like about each other’s creative work.
	Using descriptive language to retell the story

	Physical Development


	Tearing and scrunching newspaper into tights to make giant worms
	Making worm pies with playdough and spaghetti
	Spiral worms – cut and decorate
	Digging, planting and gardening.
	Folding assorted materials e.g. pipe cleaners/card to make a minibeast.
	Using DT skills to make a miniature garden

	Literacy


	Writing friendly messages for Superworm. 

Discuss about healthy eating

My favourite fruit/vegetable is…
	Writing questions for the characters in the story

Cress diaries
	Encourage children to access a range of books about minibeasts – discuss similarities and differences.
	Range of paintings –writing descriptive sentences
	Assorted formats of books for children to write about key text.
	Collection of independent writing samples – prompts following children’s interests

	Mathematics


	Doubling
	Halving
	Shape and pattern

Measuring – link to worms. Speaking in sentences about comparative length
	Addition and subtraction

Doubling – link to ladybird’s spots
	Addition and subtraction


	Money

	Understanding the world

LOVE ALL THE CROSS-CURRICULAR SCIENCE LINKS LET ME KNOW IF YOU NEED ANY RESOURCES AND YOR CAN USE THE SCIENCE GARDEN FOR MINIBEASTS-FS

	Seasonal changes what can we see in our immediate environment.
	Planting and growing cress –with pots. Daily observation - begin cress diaries. 

BBC spring watch – amazing world of Earthworms in the UK 
	Treasure hunt – what is buried underground (in sand tray) 

Make a minibeast environment, collecting and sorting natural resources – shells, stones, vegetation, bowls, little pots, seeds, gloves.
	Discussion of different artists from around the world – different types of art.
	Growing herbs and bean seeds.

Visit the school garden.

Discussion of what plants need to grow and how to look after them.
	Draw a plan or map of Grandpa’s Garden or the farm from key text

	Expressive arts & design


	Observational drawings of daffodils

Songs: In My Little Garden, There’s a worm at the bottom of my garden. 


	Paintings of the  favourite part of the story Superworm, using mixed-media/resources

	Look at Monet’s paintings.

Pastel/paint wash


	Take sketch books down to the garden and draw what you can see in your garden.
	Paint different characters from the story
	Making a miniature garden in a box. Children to collect resources.


