
The WHPS Weekly 

                                                          Friday 21st November 2025 

TOGETHER WE ASPIRE       

Dear WHPS Families, 

At WHPS, we have a core set of values that we aim to instil within our children. 

We believe that the personal development of our children is as important as    

academic success. Linked to our WHPS values, we aim to provide the experiences 

and learning that prepare our children for their next step to secondary school and ultimately 

to being adults and citizens! 

One of our Personal Development initiatives is called , ‘Together We Aspire’. In the summer 

term,  we have a series of visiting aspirational speakers who come and talk about their      

careers and the education path they took to get there. However, sometimes an amazing   

opportunity comes along so we have to have an additional assembly! Back in September we 

had a visit from Tulip Siddiq, our local MP. Today we had an incredible visit from actor and 

activist Sir Ian McKellen. 

Sir Ian shared some amazing anecdotes about his life, childhood and incredible career. Some of the highlights 

were him talking about growing up during WW2, his early acting career, his acting roles in the X-Men and Lord of 

the Rings franchises. School council introduced him and asked him a series of questions. This was followed by a 

Q&A session with our younger children. Finally he did a workshop with Years 5 & 6 where he discussed his career 

in more detail and his role as an activist. He talked about the importance of the core British values of ‘Respect’ and 

‘Tolerance’.  It was an assembly that will live long in the memory of all of our children and staff! 

After Christmas I will be reaching out to see if any of our families have links to anyone who might like to come in 

and talk about their career.                                          

Have a fantastic weekend!                                                                                                              Sam Drake Headteacher 

EVENTS FOR NEXT WEEK 

MONDAY:                            Yr4 Danube Class Swimming PM 

TUESDAY:               9:15 Prospective parent tour  

                 Football League Competition PM 

WEDNESDAY:                          Fluoride varnish– Nursery-Yr2 

     Yr3 Thames  Class Swimming PM 

THURSDAY:                              Digging into Roman London– Online workshop for Yr5 

FRIDAY:                                      9:15 Nile Class Assembly 

      Royal Academy of Music visit Nursery PM 

                                                    2:45 PM Golden Time  



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Maths at WHPS 

A new phenomenon swept through maths classes this year - an unanticipated one: 

the advent of 6-7! No longer could these numbers appear side by side without     

drawing attention, which was a challenge given they are in their nature consecutive! 

So what would our children have learnt about these newly famous numbers? 

In Early Years, children  are learning to count 6 and then 7 and to know that 7 is more 

than 6. 

In year 1, they would have learned that 7 is one more than 6 and 6 is one less than 7.  

Year 2  children will know that 67 has 6 tens and 7 ones! They will have also learnt 

that 67 can be partitioned in other ways such as 42 and 25. 

Year 3 will have learnt to add or subtract 67 to or from a 3-digit number using column 

method. 

Year 4 will now know that 6 x 7 = 42. 

In year 5, we learned that (thankfully) 67 is a prime number and will therefore never 

appear when we’re practising our times tables! 

Year 6 would have turned the popular number into six sevenths and then learnt to 

multiply it by any other fraction. 

On Tuesday, I headed out into the playground and asked some children to show me 

what they’d been learning in their maths lessons.  

Year 2 children were excited to tell me that they’d been learning to multiply – they 

showed me how they could use arrays to help them or make groups of items. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rahaf and Eliza A (Year 6), wowed me with their multiplication of fractions, whilst      

Isabella and Molly (Year 4) were eager to show me how to use the distributive law to 

multiply a 2-digit number. They told me they already knew the answers from their 

times tables learning and we discussed how it’s sometimes helpful to practise a new 

method using a calculation we already know the answer to as this helps us to feel   

confident that the method 

A group of year 3 children were keen to demonstrate how 

to use column subtraction for 3-digit numbers. 

At WHPS, we want children to not only understand and 

succeed in maths, but to enjoy it. I left the playground with 

a big grin, having had the opportunity to share the pride 

the children felt about their learning and new skills. 

Ask your child to show you something new that they learnt 

this week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths events to look forward to in the Spring term 

Spring Slam 

Key Stage 2 will compete in the annual Spring Slam where each year group battles it 

out to win the trophy for their class. Year 4 also compete against other Camden 

schools all in a bid to prepare them for the Multiplication Test Check (MTC).       

Practising times tables with your child will help to build their confidence for this 

event. 

Camden Maths Challenge 

Four Year 6 problem-solvers will have the opportunity to represent the school at the 

Camden maths challenge 

Royal Institution Maths Masterclasses 

Four lucky year 5 pupils have been selected to participate in the Royal Institution 

Masterclasses. We hope they will bring back lots of ideas to share with us. 

Maths at home 

Developing fluency 

There are lots of fun online games to practice speed and fluency with numbers. The 

app 1 Minute Maths is a really good one for 1 minute of daily maths practise to   

embed known number facts. Hit the Button I and Maths Choppity Chop are also a 

firm favourites. 

 

 

 

 

Games and maths related activities 

NRICH also has lots of suggested games and activities for all ages:  

https://nrich.maths.org/parents/primary  

Nice or Nasty was a big hit in year 5 at the start of the year. 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/parents/primary


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball competition– November 18th 2025 

 

Our games were full of highs and lowest of lows.  

On our first game we sadly lost due to a lack o communication but we came 

through with our heads held high and won the next four. 

Even though we won four games in a row, our last game was tough. Point 

after point we persevered and unfortunately we lost. 

With us persevering, we didn’t come back to school empty handed. 

A trophy in our hands, smiles grew upon or faces, knowing our school has 

filled another spot in our trophy cabinet. 

                                                          Heaven Yr6 Nile Class  

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 



 


