
Welcome to West Hampstead!

Year 5 
Information Evening



Year 5 Staff
There are 2 classes in Year 5:
Mississippi and Ganges

Ganges Class teachers
Debbie O’Brien and Neil Thompson

Mississippi Class teacher
Tommy Fuller

Duncan Kilty
Phase Leader

Learning Support
Kasey Gray

Learning Support
Vera Shabani O



Beginning of the Day
The school gates open at 8:50 and close at 9:05. 

All children should enter via the main playground doors. 

All doors into corridors and halls are now locked and will only open with a lanyard.

• All doors are unlocked between 8:50 and 9:05 to allow the children to come into school.

• Where appropriate, children have been taught how to use lanyards e.g. on the top floor if 

they need to use the toilet. 

• Please note: do not enter the building without a school adult as you may get locked 

in a corridor or hall. 

• Late children will have to wait in the office until they can be escorted into class, so please 

aim to be on time. 
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End of the Day

At home time, the school gates open at 3:30. This includes:

• 2 gates on Dornfell Street

• 1 gate on Glastonbury Street

All children will be lined up in their space, ready to be collected. 
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This year we are making Attendance one of our WHPS 
priorities.

 We all have a responsibility for attendance!

 Our whole school target is 96%+

 Attendance has a huge impact on the progress children 
make throughout the year as well as their wellbeing.

 We do not authorise holidays in school time. If you 
know that your child is going to be absent, you need to 
make an appointment with Mr Drake.

 Last year, some WHPS families were fined up to £1000 
for poor attendance



Our day

• Each class is taught by their class 
teacher in groups of up to 30.

• Class teachers teach every subject, 
with some exceptions. 

• Art – Ms. Schafer.
• P.E – Mr Leer.

• A range of other professionals may 
also work with the children.



Year 5 Timetable

Afternoon lessons change half termly to cover all curriculum subjects.
Timetable is flexible and subject to change if appropriate.



Snack Time

• In Year 5, we have snack time after play at 11am

• If children bring their own snack…

• Please ensure your child has eaten breakfast before school. 
It has a big impact on their energy levels and attention in 
class.

nuts
chocolate

sweets
crisps



PE and Art

Wednesday morning is 
year 5 PE and Art.

Children should come to 
school in their PE kit and 
suitable footwear.

Can be plain white



Challenge for All
At WHPS, we believe that every child should be pushed to 
take their learning as far as possible.

• This applies to all our children – however high or low their 
starting points.

• We want to remove any limits that children (or others) might 
place on their aspirations.

O



Challenge for All in practice…

• Teaching children the school values – Aspiration, 
Responsibility and Resilience in lessons, assemblies 
and in daily school life

• Thorough handover from previous year
• Planning lessons with opportunities to go further 
(stretch and challenge)

• Teachers asking probing questions that make children 
think

• Regular meetings to look at the progress children are 
making

• Home learning, including a range of reading books for 
the children to enjoy

• Personalised provision (when appropriate)



West Hampstead Values

• Last year, we worked with children, staff, parents and governors to develop our five core Beckford 
Values. These themes run through each of our topics:



During Key Stage One children work towards the National Curriculum 
Standards for each year group. 

The National Curriculum has set out standards for the children to achieve by 
the end of Year 2.

When we discuss your child’s progress in relation to these standards: 

• Emerging – working towards the statement.  Developing 
understanding in this area.

• Expected – achieving at the expected level for their age.  

Your child is exactly where they should be!

• At Greater Depth – has obtained a greater level of 
understanding and is able to apply their learning in different 
contexts.

Progress & Standards



Karen Over
Assistant Headteacher & 

Inclusion Lead

Inclusion

If your child has additional special 
educational (SEN) needs, they will 
be supported by the Inclusion 
Team. 

They may have needs in the 
following areas:
• Speech and Language
• Cognition and Learning
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

needs
• Physical 



Inclusion

Children who have difficulties in the following areas may need 
targeted support such as:

The Inclusion team have regular meetings with teachers and 
learning support assistants to ensure all children are supported 
appropriately. 

Group 
interventions

External 
professionals

One to one 
intervention

Additional 
support in the 

classroom

Referral to 
outside 

agencies



Reading

Home Reading

Children should be reading every day for 15-20 minutes and 
commenting in their reading records. Reading records are checked daily 
by a member of the team. 

Children change their reading books as they 

finish them, choosing from a wide range in the class 

book corners.

We also reward home reading using the reading challenge certificates.

Guided Reading
Comprehension sessions take place in the morning in 
whole class groups. Extra support for those who need it is 

available.





Every day

When the book is finished



Writing

We inspire writing through quality 
literature. 

Writing at West Hampstead:
• We encourage children to understand 

the purpose of their writing.
• We use oracy to allow children to 

articulate their ideas verbally before 
they write them down.

• We use modelling to show children 
the writing process.

• Grammar is built into our lessons.
• Improvement is a major part of our 

writing process – we support children 
to edit their writing.



Maths

We focus on:
▪ Allowing children to experience maths

rather than just see it.
▪ Inviting children to explore maths and 

assisting with problem solving.
▪ Encouraging children to talk about maths 

and develop their understanding 
independently.

▪ Using concrete (objects e.g. counters, 
cubes) then pictorial (drawing pictures to 
support) then abstract (numerical) 
methods to calculate
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Year 5 Units
We provide a variety of exciting experiences in the children’s learning beyond Reading, Writing and Maths. 
This may or may not involve writing, as we think the learning is best when the children are actively involved.

Autumn Spring Summer

History
Ancient Greece

Geography
Climate Zones

History
Invaders or Settlers
(Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Normans)

Science
Properties and changes of 
materials

Science
Earth and Space
Forces

Science
Animals including humans
Living things and their habitats

Music
ENO Project

Music
Charanga (glockenspiels)

Music
Charanga (singing)

Other National Curriculum subjects throughout the year:
Modern Foreign Languages (French), Design and Technology, 
Computing, Religious Education, Physical Education, Personal, Social 
and Health Education



Autumn 1 History Unit 



School Readiness

A good night’s 
sleep

Breakfast Arrive on time
Show an interest 
in their learning



How to help your child at home KS2

Homework: A pack will be sent home on Fridays.

• Maths and Handwriting – Set on Friday and due in the following 
Wednesday.

• Spelling practice – Our spelling test is on Thursday. We will 
send home a sheet with their spelling test result and their new 
spellings every Friday.

• Reading – at least 20 minutes a day and noted in reading record 
for teacher to check

• Times Tables – Practice regularly to keep up their skills.

• Google classroom – Links to games and videos will be available 
to support your children with extra practice.



Our behaviour policy – Golden Time

Our behaviour policy is based on 
the Golden Rules.

• We spend time in class 
teaching children the skills 
and knowledge they need to 
follow our golden rules.

• On a Friday, all children can 
earn 30 minutes of Golden 
Time for following the Golden 
Rules.



Class Dojo

School prizes 
for every 50 
pts earned
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Celebrating behaviour and learning

Mentions Achievement 
Award



Our behaviour policy – negative behaviour 
Sometimes there are incidents when a child is not 
following the Golden Rules.
If this happens:
• The child receives a clear warning from the 

adult
• If the behaviour continues, they may receive a 

yellow card. If they ‘fix up’ this is removed and 
the child has a fresh start.

• If the behaviour continues, the child will lose 5 
minutes of Golden Time.

If a serious incident takes place, the child will be 
asked to attend reflection at lunch time with a 
member of SLT.
This provides an opportunity to reflect on what 
happened with the support of an adult. Parents will 
be informed via email.



Being smart for school - uniform
• Making the school look smart and professional 
continues to be a priority for us this year

• For children this means keeping to our school 
uniform policy:

• No more “Beckford” badged schoolwear
• Plain black footwear – also for PE
• Please name all belongings
• No jewellery, except stud earrings (for safety)

O



Communication
Use: For:
Email 
admin@westhampstead.camden.sch.uk

or
Telephone 020 7435 8646

∙ Seeking appointments with HT, DHT, SENDCo, phase 
leader (e.g. bullying/behaviour concern, special needs 
enquiry, sharing a complaint or concern)

∙ Enquiries about whole-school/admin issues e.g. uniform, 
payments, after-school and breakfast club, admissions.

∙ Changing arrangements for collecting your child from 
school.

Email year group email e.g.
Year5@westhampstead.camden.sch.uk

∙ Seeking appointment with your child’s class teacher
∙ Enquiries about homework, spellings, reading, the school 

curriculum, minor behaviour issues
∙ Informing class teacher about something e.g. change in 

family circumstances.
Speak to class teacher on playground at 
end of day

∙ Brief enquiries about homework, spellings, reading, the 
school curriculum, missing uniform, minor behaviour issues 
etc

∙ If the conversation will take more than 2 minutes, please 
email to make an appointment

Parent app ∙ Booking a parents evening appointment



Website



WHPS PSA

• We are incredibly proud at West Hampstead to have a strong and vibrant 
community supporting our children. This is made possible through our 
dedicated Parent Staff Association.

• As a parent at our school, you are automatically a member of the West 
Hampstead Primary Staff Association (PSA)

• If you would like to get involved with the PSA, please contact us via 
email or our WhatsApp Group:

• westhampsteadpsa@gmail.com.

• PSA Volunteers

• > https://chat.whatsapp.com/KhNicTZmiCK5IG7uV1D0fx

• Of you would like to join the PSA WhatsApp group for your child’s year group, 
please click this link:

• Year 5:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/GqxfOWpx6Er8JwT3eLq6ma
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Residential trip – Spring 2027

Monday 22nd March to Wednesday 24th March
Year 5 will visit The Kench Hill Centre in Kent.
You have been invited to come and learn more 

about this, as well as secondary transfer, tomorrow 
after school.
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Autumn trip – the British Museum
Thursday 26th November
Year 5 will participate in a workshop and visit the Parthenon marbles.
2-3 parent volunteers per class will be needed.
Full details will be emailed closer to the time.



Spring trip – the Francis Crick Institute
Wednesday 13th January (Ganges) & Thursday 14th January (Mississippi)
As part of Science Week, year 5 get the opportunity to visit the teaching 
lab at The Crick.
2-3 parent volunteers per class will be needed.
Full details will be emailed closer to the time.



If you have any questions, please email 
them to 
year5@westhampstead.camden.sch.uk
or
admin@westhampstead.camden.sch.uk


